
 
 

Envisioning Queer Justice Podcast:  

Queer Crime and History  
Queer Politics & the Law: Ep. 3 | 01:03:50 

Jordan Madden with co-host Sam Koltes and Guest Interviewer Conner Suddick 

Recorded July 24th, 2020 | Released November 9th, 2020 
 

[cool, ambient music fades in] 
 
00:05 Sam Koltes (Co-Host, She/her & They/them): Greetings folks, welcome to 
Envisioning Queer Justice Podcast. I'm one of your hosts Sam Koltes. And I use 
she/her and they/them pronouns. I'm a white Queer Leo femme from Central 
Minnesota, currently residing in the Twin Cities metro on stolen Dakota land. I'm 
passionate about good food, good sleep, and good stories, especially weaving 
together old stories with newer ones and life stories with day to day stories, and 
connecting them to my own stories so I can speak from my point of view more 
truthfully, and hold space so my beloved ones can tell the truth too. Thanks for being 
here.  
 
Envisioning Queer Justice Podcast is a youth led podcast where our goal is to 
transform stagnant ideas of justice into something more real, more tangible and 
much more creative. Through conversation with people in the Queer community, we 
seek to use first hand experience to find new ways to disrupt punitive, and 
exclusionary conceptions of justice, and uplift people in the Queer community who 
envision justice as healing creation and transformation. Before we introduce our 
guests, we are going to give a land and enslavement acknowledgement, which has 
been shaped by many, many voices. But we want to specifically name Dr. Raj 
Sethuraju. 
 
I want to acknowledge that no matter where most of us are currently located in the 
United States, we most of us spend today and every day on land stolen from 
indigenous people, and cultivated by the enslaved community. It is essential to 
understand the long standing history that has brought us to reside and benefit from 
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this land and to seek to understand our place within the code with the history of 
genocide, enslavement and settler colonialism and racism. Land and enslavement 
acknowledgements do not exist in the past tense or historical context. Settler 
colonialism and white supremacist ideology is a current, ongoing, and cultural and 
systemic knee and we need to build the mindfulness of our present participation in 
the placement of the knee. Land acknowledgments are not meaningful without 
intentional action. So learn more about how you can constructively help to disrupt 
ongoing colonization. In the show notes we offer some indigenous led organizations 
for you to donate to or uplift, including Honor the Earth, the NDN Collective, and the 
Black Hills Bail and Legal Defense Fund. Okay.  
 
Today we're in conversation with Jordan Madden, who uses he/him and they/them 
pronouns. Jordan is a former criminal defense investigator, soon to be law student, 
aspiring writer and Queer justice and criminal defense advocate. They are currently 
developing a Queer crime and justice podcast, it's going live in August or 
September. And they’ll be in conversation with guest interviewer Conner Suddick, 
who uses he/him and they/them pronouns. Conner serves as the Lead Research 
Fellow for the Envisioning Queer Justice Collaborative. Now I'm gonna pass it along 
to Jordan and Connor. Enjoy your time with them. 
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
 
04:05 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them):  Thank you, Sam, 
for the introduction. And Greetings, everyone. You haven't heard my voice yet, so I 
just wanted to take a brief moment to introduce myself. My name is Conner and I 
use he/him and they/them pronouns. I'm a research fellow for the Envisioning Queer 
Justice Collaborative, a restorative justice practitioner, and I'm also the outreach 
coordinator for this podcast. Usually, I'm behind the scenes on Zoom calls, as we 
make a podcast during a pandemic. But today, I have the privilege to be in 
conversation with Jordan, a fellow rural, Queer Wisconsinite, who loves Fleetwood 
Mac, and, has a dog, and so we’ll maybe hear about that. And so, Jordan, I'm 
wondering if you could speak to the life experiences and values that drive you to 
doing the work at the intersection of criminal defense, social change and Queer 
identities. Just a heads up, folks, before we begin the conversation, I just want to 
offer a content warning for you all. Although this conversation, while not talking in 
depth, will talk about murder, police brutality, and self-harm and suicide. And so if 
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that is something that you are not in the headspace to listen to at the moment, I 
welcome you to listen to another episode, put on something that will, that will fulfill 
you, and heal you and then come back to it in a moment when you're ready. Thank 
you so much. 
 
05:30 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Yeah, well, thank you so much for 
having me. I'm really excited to get to talk about this stuff. My name is Jordan 
Madden. I'm from a small town in Central Wisconsin called Stevens Point but I am 
currently based in Milwaukee. I graduated from UW Madison in 2018. I studied 
sociology and political science. Specifically, I focused a lot on the intersection of 
crime and healthcare. I've been working as a criminal defense investigator for the 
past year and a half to two years. There, I worked on the defense team for essentially 
every type of case. But I spent a lot of time working on what I think would be called 
trauma crimes: rapes, sexual assaults, murders, domestic violence cases, armed 
robberies, felons in the possession of a firearm, you know, a lot of cases where it 
involves someone crying, or you know, there's trauma involved. Those are the kinds 
of cases that I've had the most experience working with. And one thing that I 
realized, in my work that I did there, and as I've been getting to apply to law school, 
and, you know, I'm, I'm in my early 20s, so I'm trying to write more. And this is a 
strange time in America. I feel compelled to write a lot more and think more 
introspectively about, you know, the criminal justice system and what public safety 
can be. And I've been thinking a lot about the place that Queer people have within 
the criminal justice system. And it’s eventual, you know, reform, replacement and 
abolition. And what fascinates me so much about Queer history and injustice and 
what makes it so difficult, I think, to learn and be cognizant of, and, Connor, you and I 
have talked about this before, as how the Queer community in the Queer identity 
itself is so fragmented across different class lines, race lines, all these other different 
sort of intersectionalities that are within the Queer identity and with the Queer 
community, and how Queer people, you know, usually have, you know, series of 
broken lineages, it's not very common for Queer people to have, Queer family 
members, especially within the trans community. So a lot of history of of true crime, 
of criminal behavior and the narratives that we've become, I think, really comfortable 
with in America, especially as it pertains to Queer people who are accused of crimes, 
are victims of crimes or who have loved ones or community that's impacted by 
crime doesn't really do justice, I think, to the sort of narratives that should be, should 
be told. So, I don't know, I think a lot, a lot of white Queer people, especially right now 
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have a problem identifying issues within the criminal justice system as being, you 
know, an innately Queer issue since gay marriage is legalized in 2015, gay sex 
federally legalized in 2003. You know, it's, it's kind of like, an inability to be able to see 
the carceral state as an institution that is, you know, in its very form, violent to gay 
people, trans people, women and people of color. You know, all these identities are 
people that are included within the Queer community and I love true crime as a 
genre. I don't want to you know, bash true crime and say true crime is terrible. I 
mean, it is. But I think it's the most fascinating and interesting form of kind of 
cultural propaganda that we have. Law and Order, Cops, all these sorts of shows or 
movies included, have a lot of [silence] you know, they, they present things on their 
shows in order to be able to talk about larger issues that they want to be able to, to 
be touched on. James Polchin, the author of an amazing book called Indecent 
Advances, which was primarily about gay bashing and crimes perpetrated against 
and committed by gay people, specifically gay men in early 20th century America. 
He talks a lot about how Queer people have always had a relationship to crime, more 
so by force rather than by choice. Our community and our existence as a whole has 
always been, you know, debated, outlawed, criminalized and medicalized. And I 
think, what's really powerful about Queerness and trying to do justice to people who 
fall into those identities within a carceral sense. Um, I think it's, it just speaks more 
towards the social construction of crime. A lot of people who I talk to about prison 
abolition and people who are talking about, you know, defunding the police and, you 
know, focusing on a lot of these really concrete actions of,  of abolishing the police, I 
think, are putting restorative justice in a good forefront position. And, you know, 
trying to fight against retributive views of conflict resolution. However, I think a really 
good way to go about restorative justice, in a Queer sense is, you know, dedicated 
factfinding. We have a lot of, you know, cases and stories of Queer people or people 
who we may not have known who have been Queer, who, you know, maybe have 
been forgotten about, or the legacy that they had left behind wasn't fully realized by 
the people who were, you know, really trying to talk about it at the time. In my view, 
the, the move away from a carceral state, and the end of an era of mass incarceration 
is, you know, really fundamental to the idea of Queer liberation. And part of the 
reason why I like Queer rights. So yeah, that's me, I, if I didn't, if I didn't say it already, 
I, you know, I'm a gay person, I grew up in a really, you know, kind of socially 
conservative area of Wisconsin, I've been through, you know, I think as a lot of people 
who have lived in kind of communities that feel like they may not be a part of, you 
know, been through my own trauma and have interacted with the police and the 
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criminal justice system, in my own life. And, you know, I just, I just think that there 
definitely needs to be a bigger conversation about how Queer people, especially 
Queer defendants are treated and how narratives of true crime and criminalization 
itself has a really messed up history when it comes to how Queer people are treated 
and viewed. 
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
 
13:01 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): I really appreciate, 
I think both of us coming from insular Midwest communities, I'm really fascinated in 
and how… when you mentioned in talking about broken Queer lineages too… those 
fragmented histories, and part of why we have that is because so many of us grow 
up, you know, we don’t grow up in Queer families. And we also grow up in areas 
where it's not safe, or it's not safe, or if you're even able to gather together with other 
Queer people, because that’s met with extra surveillance and suspicion. So I 
appreciate you talking about that. And then also not talking, and also talking about 
the Queer identity itself. As, as a site of criminality and in history, we haven't 
unworked... I think it's  240 years, 63 years of our history is Queerness, Queerness is 
criminalization, then also still today, even if, homosexuality, or same sex relations are 
no longer criminalized, gender identity, and also Queer survival. So people trying to 
just survive homelessness, people who engage in sex work, we support sex workers 
here, go sex workers, is criminalized, too. So I'm wondering, based on your own 
background, I wonder if you could speak a little bit to the interview talks about 
studying and working at the intersection of crime and healthcare. I was wondering if 
you could speak a little bit to that of your experience and how it specifically relates to 
Queerness and Queer people, a little bit, if you want. 
 
14:31 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Yeah, definitely. Um, I, you know, when 
I, when I talk about individual cases, I try to, I'm going to be, you know, talking about 
more well known cases, things that were, you know, publicized within the legal 
community or, you know, in true crime narratives, as a whole. I'm trying to, you know, 
I want to veer away from talking about, you know, like my own personal anecdotal 
experience working with this specific, you know, because it's, it's not my story really, 
to tell or to televise. But, you know, if journalists already do that, then I think 
contributing to that conversation in an empathetic way isn't, you know, isn't really 
damaging. And from the, from the idea of the intersection of specifically healthcare 
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and crime, and Queer people, a case that I've been really fascinated with, and I think 
is really interesting for how it impacts Queer people, and specifically, HIV positive 
people within the Queer community is the exoneration of Nick Rhoades. He was a 33 
year old man in 2008. He had sex with a 22 year old named Adam, they met on like a 
social networking site, I'm not totally sure if it was Grindr or not, but it was the site 
where it gave you the option to you know, identify yourself and release the 
information that you were HIV negative or HIV positive. Now, at the time, Nick 
Rhodes himself was HIV positive, however, he was going through regular treatment 
for his condition, his viral load was undetectable, which means that he was pretty 
unlikely that if he was going to have sexual contact with someone who was not HIV 
positive that they would not be infected with HIV. However, in 2000, in 2008, it was 
actually a law in Iowa that made it so if you were to deliberately put someone at risk 
of exposure to HIV, through sex, specifically through sex, that's what the Iowa state 
statute said, which I'll, I'll get back to in a little bit. That was considered a major 
sexual based offense, it was considered a major sex crime. Adam, the man who had 
sex with, you know, consensual sex with Nick Rhoades, later learned about his HIV 
positive status, panicked and went to the hospital in order to get tested for HIV. 
Because of the Iowa state statute, and because of, you know, information that Adam 
had, you know, shared kind of, I think in trust, I'm kind of editorializing, I think, in 
trust with this nurse that was working with him, they automatically had to report 
that to the police as a sexual based offense due to mandatory reporting 
requirements. So you know, at the beginning, the actual person affected by this 
crime, which Adam was HIV negative. After the test results came back, he did not 
actually get infected with HIV. However, the very possibility that he could have, 
through sex, was what the crime actually was. So charges were filed against Nick 
Rhoades, he ultimately ended up pleading guilty, there was a lot of work that wasn't 
done on his defense team’s part in order to better look at his, you know, HIV 
treatment, even at the time in 2008. You know, this this law, in Iowa, when it was 
drafted, it wasn't during the 80s, or the 90s, where it was kind of, I don't want to say 
justifiable hysteria, because it wasn't, but there was a little bit more, I think, 
understanding around, you know, the fear of HIV and AIDS, and specifically, with 
Queerness, that, I think in the 2000s had kind of quelled down and had, you know, 
people maybe had a better understanding of the disease, and but maybe that 
understanding was just that, you know, HIV / AIDS wasn't something that just strictly 
affected Queer people. However, you know, Nick Rhoades ended up appealing this a 
bunch. And, well, I don't know if I mentioned this when he pled guilty, he was 
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sentenced, he was maxed out to 25 years in prison. After he got out of prison, he 
would have been mandated to be a registered sex offender for the rest of his life. 
Literally for not, you know, saying that he was HIV positive. And you know, when he 
was undetectable when it was very, very unlikely that another person would be able 
to contract HIV through sexual contact. So there's a lot of research out there on Nick 
Rhoades and specifically a good resource from the University of Michigan's National 
Register of Exonerees. He ultimately ended up appealing his decision, he was able to 
be exonerated and he withdrew his guilty plea in 2004, or, excuse me, not 2004, 
2014. Rhoades was taken off the sex offender registry. And in 2014, the Iowa governor 
signed a bill to try to revise the HIV transmission statute to you know, reflect recent 
advances in medicine, but wasn't really changing the mode of transmission through 
HIV, it was still specifically about not disclosing your HIV status in sex and sexual 
contact. So what what makes Rhoades’ case really, really interesting to me is that, 
you know, the the statutes, and the DA’s office that prosecuted him, were at a time 
when there were research articles and, you know, science available that showed that 
people who are being treated for HIV and whose viral load was undetectable, we're 
not really carriers for making other people HIV in the same respect that people had 
understood in the 80s or 90s. There was a significant disconnect between the realm 
of medicine and the practice of law that I think was really, really stark in Nick 
Rhoades’ example. And the interesting thing, another piece of it that I think is really 
interesting is that this occurred in Iowa. He got, you know, 25 years, which is a major 
felony amount of time, there are some people who murder people and who do not 
get that much time in jail. But he still lost, you know, about a decade of his life 
fighting this. Not very many people, I think, when they talk about issues relating to, 
you know, Queer justice or the Queer community now, I think, think of AIDS still, 
especially younger people, I think it feels like they're very, you know, removed or 
disconnected from that, that it was a plague that impacted our parents generation 
or our grandparents generation. But really, you know, you asked someone today, 
when did the AIDS epidemic end and what are they gonna say, the Ryan White Care 
Act, when Magic Johnson said he was HIV positive? No, the HIV epidemic is still 
going on. And it is still reaping a lot of damage within communities, especially for 
communities of color and within the LGBTQ community. And, yeah, Nick Rhoades is 
a really fascinating example, I think of a law trying to, trying to understand 
Queerness in a way that they just really didn't. You know, the state statute itself, the 
idea that it was only focused on sexual contact. To me, it just rings of homophobia, 
like there are, there are definitely other ways of being able to contract HIV that isn't 
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specifically through sexual contact. There wasn't necessarily laws or anything on the 
books that made it so that it would be illegal to, I don't know, share a needle with 
someone and you knew that you were HIV positive. It was specifically focused on the 
sex and this was in 2008, and was revised in 2014. But it's still, it still exists. So I don't 
know, I think, the intersection between crime and healthcare and you know, I could 
talk forever and ever about [inaudible] fraud or like all these other, you know, 
corporate horrible things that the medical industry has done, but I think in terms of 
criminalizing Queer people, and understanding HIV, AIDS, and even more further 
the, you know, a medical understanding of transitioning or what it means to be a 
transgender person or non binary, the legal system has a really far way to go. Just 
because something is published and disseminated. And because you know, there 
are people practicing medicine within a community doesn't necessarily mean that 
all of those institutions that are supposed to be working kind of in tandem, for the 
health or, you know, suitable justice for a community, is suitable to do that. So, Nick 
Rhoades, you know, he's, he's out, he's living his life. I don't know if he's still in Iowa. I 
know that there was, you know, other state statutes that were similarly 
implemented to the Iowa state statute that was criminalizing, you know, what was 
considered I think, like voluntary HIV contact with an individual There was a case in 
California and the name is escaping me right now of the individual. But there was a 
lot of evidence that showed that he was actually deliberately, you know, going out 
and trying to infect people with HIV. Talking with people in like a text group being 
like, “oh got another one today”, like a really like cartoonishly evil depiction of, I don't 
like that word evil, but like a cartoonishly straight person nightmare depiction of 
what HIV transmission could be and I think under that California state law, he only 
got six months, and I think maybe no mental health care. I don't want to say too 
much about it because I don't have, I don't have the notes on that case directly in 
front of me right now. But I do think it goes, it's interesting to talk about how this 
happened in Iowa where someone was potentially going to be losing a quarter of 
their natural life in, in prison for doing something that was considerably on the 
magnitudes of things that are damaging or harmful a victim, to a community, 
significantly way, way, way, way less severe than some things that happen in 
California or other states. So, yeah, I think I think Nick Rhoades, he's a fascinating 
example of how Midwest nice is a mess. Right? 
 
26:31 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): Right. And what I 
appreciate about everything you just shared in that, in that specific case, and it also 
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speaks to larger flaws in legality being a moral compass. I think law, I think a lot of 
people think once it's illegal, not a lot of people think, I should say, I think there is a 
myth that law changes culture, but in reality law cannot change culture. Although I 
do think culture can shift law. But I think the example of that where that doesn't 
work is, you know, if by that same logic, if law changed culture, racism would be 
done by 1965. Or, you know, it's just because something is legalized or that is the 
frame. If law is not embedded in broader understandings, because law does not 
equal justice. And so, if law is not embedded in understanding of what you talked 
about medicine, or understandings of all these different -isms, because law is a 
product of power, it's a language of power and with power in how it is the United 
States, it also is a product of oppression and domination. And I also appreciate you 
talking about, I think this is also being in a white supremacist society where we don't 
think of things in the long view. And what I mean by that, is that I think a lot of Queer 
youth, including myself, especially as a white Queer person, I suppose fellow white 
people, right? Short, we have short memory. And so not even understanding it 
wasn't even two decades ago, or three decades ago, for ACT UP where that is a lost 
part of a lot of Queer history. It's something we also exactly face to learn about 
[affirmation]. And it is short memory where something will happen and then often, 
and communities of the oppressed, oppressed communities that have this long view 
of history and understanding. One of my favorite shows had this quote, The 
Magicians, that “short memories are a privilege of the oppressor”. But I also think 
short memory is a product of erasure, [affirmation] because you can't learn that so 
thank you for talking… evoking and using Nick Rhoades as just one example of 
criminalization and the intersection of Queerness healthcare, and just where laws 
not morality. 
 
28:49 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Definitely. 
 
28:51 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): Have you had, 
like, in your view, are there any other cases you specifically wanted to uplift or talk 
about that, you believe are helpful illustrations to understand the criminalization of 
Queer folks? 
 
29:05 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Well, I yeah, I have a bunch. But one 
that I was, I was really interested in speaking a little bit about, you mentioned a little 
bit about erasure, and how, you know, people with short memories, you know, when 
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activists and everyone isn’t really thinking about things in the long game, you know, 
a short memory is, you know, bias towards the status quo. It's, you know, it's not 
necessarily evoking, evoking change, or, you know, focusing on changing historical 
narratives or things like that, specifically. I want to talk about probably one of my 
favorite cases of erasure. I guess favorite is a weird way to put it [crosstalk], that’s 
kind of like…  
 
29:57 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): I was just about 
to say...  
 
30:03 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): It’s kind of, I don’t know [laughter].  
 
30:06 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): It’s a particularly 
powerful example of erasure.  
 
30:09 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): It is a really powerful example of 
erasure that we're still, to this day, learning more about. And, I don’t know, I just 
wake up every morning and kind of think of her and think of this story because it's 
just, it's become such a big part of my life now, now that I've read about it. And when 
I was in AP psychology and stuff, and in high school, I learned about the story. I 
learned this woman's name, and I learned this story. And that's the, that's the story of 
Kitty Genovese and urban apathy, the bystander effect, and essentially the myth 
around Kitty Genovese is murder. So Kitty Genovese in, in 1964, she was an out 
lesbian, which was very rare at the time. I've read, I've read a couple of books, and 
articles related to Kitty Genovese. A phenomenal one I would recommend is Kitty 
Genovese by Kevin Cook. You know, I just get this sense of Kitty Genovese, that she 
was so brazen and bold and really in love with her girlfriend at the time Mary Ann 
Zielonko in 64, during a time when Queer New Yorkers were heavily terrorized by 
police. And a lot of the experiences that Kitty and Mary Ann had, you know, living in 
New York, they were specifically living in Kew Gardens, Queens. They faced a lot of 
oppression by police, they would frequently raid girl bars or boy and girl bars as they 
were kind of called at the time. You know, this was five years before Stonewall. And it 
wasn’t really talked about at the time, but I think what happened to Kitty Genovese 
is a pretty, is a pretty good example of, of why Stonewall needed to happen, so let's, 
let's get into it. So I also just like love lesbians. I don't know if that's like, problematic 
to say, but like lesbians are so, we don't talk about them enough in history, I think at 
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all, a lot of times, you know, people focus on like Queer liberation. It's like, it's ACT UP 
and Mattachine Society and a lot of focus on this kind of like respectability politics, 
and, you know, Sisters of the [inaudible]. And while a lot of that is definitely 
important for understanding, you know, like the history of the gay rights movement. 
I think it's also just really impactful and fascinating to just marvel at some of the 
really bold and brave Queer women who are just living their lives, like, like, I don't 
know, I was, like reading Kevin Cook’s book, I'm just like, I get emotional thinking 
about it, because it must have been so scary to live in that time. But anyway, Kitty 
Genovese was walking home from work, she was working a late shift, she was a 
barmaid at.. I think it was called Ev's 11th Door, it was a bar in Queens. Everyone loved 
her. Queens was a relatively safe area of New York. However, at the time, I think the 
World's Fair was, was coming up. So [inaudible] in New York was kind of focusing on, 
you know, ridding the streets of crime, ridding the streets of the deviance, like they 
were, you know, washing up graffiti or changing light bulbs, it was, you know, we're 
gonna be having people from outside the country come, we can't have gays walking 
around or whatever. Um, and, you know, it was during the same time that also civil 
rights was causing a lot of anxiety, especially within cities and police departments 
and the institutions that, you know, worked within that. Kitty Genovese was walking 
home one night, a man named Winston Moseley, who was quoted in the New York 
Times article about about this murder and the follow up ones that he was just 
looking for a white woman to kill that night, stabbed Kitty Genovese once she.. well, 
not once he attacked her once on the street. Like I said, this was 3:30 at night, she 
called out for help, her lung was punctured. Someone yelled out of the window, “hey, 
leave that girl alone” or something along those lines, when Winston Moseley fled, 
Kitty Genovese, you know, injured, tried to make it back to her vestibule in her 
apartment with her girlfriend at the time, and kind of collapsed on the stairwell 
where Winston Moseley came back and ultimately finished the job, that he was, that 
he started. He had killed Kitty Genovese and attempted to rape her. And no one 
really noticed about it. There wasn't really anyone that woke up and came out to try 
to intervene. She did have a neighbor who was named Carl Ross, and who is actually 
quoted in the original New York Times article about this case as saying that he didn't 
want to get involved. You know, those few words are the only words that become 
synonymous with him. He's kind of lost within the ether of, of journalism and history. 
And, you know, a lot of people when they talk about the media and journalism, they 
mention how it's the first draft of history, and things like that. I also think it's 
interesting to think about how if you get a narrative wrong, once, like the first time, 
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it's really difficult to work to correct that. So the original New York Times article that 
was published about the case, I have it right here, New York Times. They they have 
like an addendum on their page now basically saying that this, you know, this has 
been called into question or whatever. But the article of it, the headline that it is, bleh 
I can’t speak. The headline from the New York Times on March 27, 1964 on the front 
page “37 Who Saw Murder Didn't Call the Police; Apathy at Stabbing of Queens 
Woman Shocks Inspector” . The very first sentence: “For more than half an hour 38 
law abiding, law abiding citizens in Queens watched a killer stalk and stab a woman 
in three separate attacks in Kew Gardens”. So one, this story, basically, you know, it 
was one of the two murders that happened in New York City at the time. It was 
reported on like in page four, or in some of the tabloids, so it wasn't really something 
that was really talked about in like a really profound way until Abe Rosenthal, the 
editor in chief of the New York Times was having, having lunch with Inspector 
Loosen, I believe his name was, from the NYPD, where [laughs] the lunch was 
primarily about this guy from the NYPD talking about how scared and anxious he is 
about civil rights, and how he's really, you know, nervous about urban apathy and 
you know, people living in the cities. Abe Rosenthal asks the police, the police chief, 
the inspector, about Winston Moseley who, a couple of days later is picked up for a 
different crime of which someone else has already confessed to. So, you know, it 
already starts off at a place where the narrative is being totally controlled by the 
police. So a lot of the the article itself, it comes off as like, you know, oh, “if only the 
police would have been there, if only the police would have called if only, if only”, and 
Kitty Genovese becomes a real life metaphor that is evoked in sociology papers, 
psychology papers. I saw this incredible speech that Bill Clinton gave in 1994, where 
he was talking about, you know, eventually his crime bill that we, a lot of activists 
alive today, cite as being, you know, kind of the catalyst for this, part of this era, of 
mass incarceration and at least, for heavily militarized police state. Kitty Genovese 
and rhetoric around her, Bill Clinton and his supporters used many, many times in 
order to justify increased policing. Nowhere in the initial story about Kitty Genovese, 
does it talk about her Queerness, the fact that when she was finally found and you 
know, transported to the hospital, that her girlfriend and you know, person that she 
was living with at the time was, you know, one of the primary suspects for the first 
couple of days. In Kevin Cook's book, Mary Ann Zielonko speaks at length about, you 
know, the shame she feels for how much detail she had to tell the police because 
they were grilling her about their sex life, their, you know, their I don't know, just like 
personal details about their own personal relationship. They were being forced to 
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share with a force that really terrified them. Mary Ann Zielonko, when she talks about 
Kitty and talks about living in New York as a gay woman at the time, she you know, 
she speaks about the police truly being a terrifying force in their lives. And, you know, 
Kitty Genovese didn't have any agency in, in those last moments of her life. She had 
a really horrible, violent murder. And the narratives around her was, she didn't have 
any agency around that either. She became this strange martyr that we talked about 
when we wanted to talk about tough on crime policies, when we wanted to talk 
about anxieties with civil rights, but didn't want to mention, you know, blatant 
racism, though, this was kind of what that article was trying to evoke. But I don't 
know, like, I just think that there's been a, there's been a really interesting push in 
the past couple of years to better understand Kitty Genovese and specifically the 
social construction of Queer people and specifically Queer women at the time. So 
there's a documentary about Kitty Genovese and then in the article that, you know, 
tries to go and debunk it. It's, it’s filmed by Kitty Genovese’s brother Bill. And it's a 
really good documentary where they're going through and you know, talking with 
all these people and one thing that they kind of don't really go into much in the, in 
the documentary that I wish they would have. And there's this really cool scholar 
named Marcia Gallo, I think she's at University of Nevada, does talk about, is really 
the, the gendered construction of crime at the time. This was a crime that happened 
at 3:30 at night in 1964. More so than it is today, it wasn't considered that big of a 
deal, to beat your wife, you know, if you're, if you don't know her, then definitely not. 
But if you're in a relationship with her, there was a, I think, a morality at the time that 
it was kind of like, that wasn't my business. So there were a couple people in the 
documentary and who are quoted in Kevin Cook's book, as you know, saying that 
they did call the police, that they did try to get this woman’s help, trying to get this 
woman help. Most of them actually didn't see anything. There was only one person 
that did see the actual first attack, saw the glint of the knife. This man, named 
Joseph Fink. He was an assistant supervisor for the building it was in front of. He 
[laughs], I laugh, because he saw it and is quoted as being the, you know, the sole 
person to have actually seen the first attack. But he, you know, went to, went to his 
basement, went to this apartment and went to bed. So it's not the urban apathy of 
all these people, all these law abiding citizens. It was like one guy saw, and then 
everyone else kind of heard something and because, you know, violence against 
women at the time wasn't really something that was seen as a legitimate issue. Even 
if it was against, you know, what looked like “help, help, someone help me I'm being 
stabbed”. It seemed like that the police didn't really take it that seriously. In the 
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documentary, they go through the call logs of that night. The 911 calls, and there are 
several people who say that they called the police that night, granted they're 
substantially older now so who knows if memory serves? I don't think it's totally out 
of the realm of possibility to think that the police heard or got calls about a woman, 
you know, in trouble outside of a bar and kind of disregarded it. I don't think that's 
out of the realm of possibility. But you know, who knows? You know, and this is part 
of the work that I think that is really important with history is that [pause] in America, 
we use a lot of singular events, and specifically murders of white women and, you 
know, missing white children in order to talk about larger issues with our criminal 
justice system and morality of others and why we need to, you know, make it so that 
prisoners can't get a GED or a college education because you know, my daughter 
can't do that now. It's, it's a lot of like, legislating in the name of certain people when 
I think Kitty Genovese’s story really illuminates how, you know, we didn't really care 
about that at the time, at least not narratively in the New York Times article. Um, we 
cared about wanting to talk about New York City and why New York City sucks and 
why people need to call the police more. And I think, you know, of course, Kitty 
Genovese shouldn't have been murdered. Of course, there definitely should have 
been justice for her murder. And, and there was .Winston Moseley, you know, was 
sentenced, sentenced to death in New York. I can't remember what happened in the 
70s that basically put a moratorium on death penalty cases in New York City or in 
New York State. I know his sentence was commuted to life without parole. He 
passed away I think, in 2014, and at the time was the longest serving inmate in the 
New York prison system ever, spending, I think, a little over eighty years of his life in a 
federal prison. And if that's your view of justice, if you really think that retribution and 
revenge is the way about bringing change within the system, then you know, great, 
but that's, that doesn't really, you know, suffice for me, I think. I don't know. I think 
there are a lot of structural issues that we can focus on and talk about, you know, 
when individual traumas happen, we like to illustrate the guilt of that within the 
individual. And we like to talk about this one person is bad, this one person did this, 
and they must suffer for it. But, you know, that's not how trauma works. Trauma, 
kind of like a stone in Lake Michigan, you know, it impacts everything around it. It 
has, it has like a center stage, and everything around, it kind of ripples out. And I feel 
like the way that we talk about crime specifically in the media, this whole idea of “it 
bleeds, it leads”, it needs to be more focused on the societal and social structures 
that allow crime to exist, or what we know to be as crime to, yeah… exist.  
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47:06 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): No, and that's 
what's really, what's really exciting, is that one of the episodes… So I love that you're 
talking about narrative, I'm just just summarizing my notes. But first of all, when you 
said femmes are a force, and we owe so much more history to them, [affirmation] 
and history nuance, if we really uplifted and celebrate Queer femme folks really 
coming through with movements and holding space and holding nuance. But with 
a narrative, one of our episodes with Dr. Cirien is that we're talking about journalism 
of color. And so what does journalism look that actually disrupts and is 
anti-oppression, and holds nuance, holds narrative, because so much what you 
spoke about with Kitty Genovese, and the story is that when systems of power have 
control over story, that not only bleeds into the individual incident that you're 
referring to, but also has a watered down effect, where if those are all the documents 
that are being collected, that is what goes in textbooks, or is excluded from the 
textbooks, entirely. So it's all about that long view. And so for people who are 
listening, this is why it matters to document what's going on in your community, or 
document what's going on around you, in ways that you are connecting individual 
incidents to broader systemic issues, because so often, as you spoke to Jordan, it is, 
we to, there's this, there's this need to pathologize systemic issues onto the 
individual, and if we, it's like the bad apples argument, where if we take out all the 
bad apples in society, the barrel is good. But we rarely question what are the forces? 
And what is the context in which apples are going bad, and they continue to go bad. 
So it’s really appreciated. I appreciate all of that nuance and just know that that is a 
workshop that is part of this. So if you've not listened to that episode, yet, folks, 
please tune in and exercise those skills, because that's part of creating history and 
narrative. And, Jordan, I also appreciate it you talking about, well, I mean, this 
broader history we still see today; ongoing brutality, and surveillance specifically with 
Queer people of color and, and we focus on Stonewall, but there's also the history of 
the Compton Cafeteria Riots in  San Francisco and so many other incidences that we 
didn't get the document because of who controls the narrative, and who controls in 
that power and control element, which is replicated in how we actualize justice.  
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
 
49:51 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): So on this notion 
of this broader scale of  Queerness, and Queer justice, we're asking all the guests of 
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the podcast series, what does Queer justice mean to you? How would you define it? 
What does it look like and feel like to you? 
 
50:11 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): [big sigh] Whew, another big one that 
I spent all day reading for and trying to figure out what, you know, cause I have my 
own views on it. And well, I guess kind of my own definition, as I, as I was mentioning 
before a little bit, you know, I kind of come from a criminal defense background, you 
know, that role in and of itself is, you know, something that's conducive within the 
police state because it's not, it's, you know, a role that's kind of sanctioned to 
undermine the police state and criminal justice system as, as we can. But I think, to 
me, the idea of Queer justice is that Queer people, regardless of who they are, are 
able to be heard and be able to be in control of their own narrative. They're able to 
be treated like a, like a human and with dignity and be able to, if they are found to be 
guilty of a crime or if they have created a harm within their community, they're able 
to seek out that restoration and transformation of, you know, the harm that they 
caused through, I guess, like a trial of their peers or a community that would be able 
to have a vested interest in their betterment within the community. I think, you 
know, Queer justice for me, I, whenever I think about Queer justice, I think a lot 
about, you know, another case that kind of happened when I was in in high school 
that I’ll never really forgot. And I also talked to you a little bit about it, because it was 
also I think, something that was really important for, like the Tumblr generation of 
teens, of gay teens or trans teens on Tumblr, was the suicide of Leelah Alcorn, and 
how the memory of someone who dies by suicide within our community is talked 
about and cherished and be able to really be looked back upon with understanding 
that trauma within the community often goes unnoticed or unrecognized within the 
home, you know, it goes back to this idea of a multitude of broken lineages. It's very 
rare for you know, trans people to be born within a trans family or a family that 
actively has trans people to look up to and model. I think it, Queer justice means 
better representation, better access to educational resources to be able to better 
themselves, or to better yourself, whether that's being you know, an ally to other 
members of the Queer community, or doing everything you can to live a long, happy 
and successful really Queer life. Because I think, at the core of it, what I, what I want 
to work towards is just freeing people from jail because I think jail is inhumane, but 
also just, you know, helping other people to be able to have access to their 
community. And the criminal justice system disrupts that in a way that causes more 
harm than, than good. So to me, Queer justice means restorative justice for Queer 
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defendants, anyone involved in the criminal justice system, good representation, 
skilled legal representation, and really to be able to be in control of your own 
narrative and to be able to have a say in how it is that your legacy is talked about in 
the narrative of the Queer community. I, there are so many Queer people that live in 
like northern Wisconsin, like by themselves, totally isolated away from all these other 
people. I think it would be fascinating for Queer justice to see just like every Queer 
person to be able to talk about their own story. And I don't know, it's very lovey dovey 
Kumbaya, but it's kind of what I believe. I'm a cancer [crosstalk], [laughs].  
 
54:38 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): That’s the energy 
we need. I do believe, I truly believe that water signs, water signs hold an 
imagination that is that is so needed, [affirmation] and I think, vast, deep love for 
home, which, I, as a water sign broadly define as an experience. And so yeah, I 
appreciate and like that's the point of this, right? Our point of all this project is the 
imagination and moving beyond. I'm very bored with the conversation of how do we 
map out every individual move within this narrow policy and maybe within 50 years, 
we'll be able to have people's pronouns respected… I'm very not, it's not discussion. 
And so I appreciate you, I was at first you were talking about I'm going to read up on 
my definition, I was going to challenge you cause like you have your own [laughter]. 
You have your own. Um, and I also with Leelah Alcorn, so I was also an isolated 
Tumblr, person, where Tumblr cries me for the worst. And I think Tumblr is a very 
toxic activist place, but also very powerful, and palable for a lot of people who did not 
feel like there's any other space to have those conversations. 
 
55:51 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): It was fascinating, fascinating 
moment, and I think it still is a fascinating place for a lot of really isolated and Queer 
youth. Continue. Sorry, I didn't mean to interrupt. 
 
56:01 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): No, I affirm but I, 
it also reminds me, I appreciate, and one thing I want to note for listeners is that this 
episode, we're not intending to intellectualize people's lived experiences. And what I 
appreciate about you Jordan, is that you really combine like criminalization, not 
speaking from your experience, but you are placing things in a broader historical 
context. And so this is not meant to be a, let's abstractly talk about it. But rather, 
here's examples in our history that are not discussed. And so I appreciate your talk 
uplifting individuals, but also holding the nuance that social movements are so 
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much more than the individuals we uplift. And so while individual stories matter, it is 
not simply that we need to have those narratives uplifted. It is the fact that your, 
everyone's story has a similar resonance with that, matters. And imagine if we all had 
a platform and ways to collect and share those stories is what I'm hearing from you. 
So I just wanted to lift that up, and also acknowledge that people are listening to 
this, and being like, why is it so like, abstract? It's, it's part of actualizing history in a 
way that feels really important. So kind of my last, the last thing I was hoping you 
could speak to is, how can people connect with you? What projects you have going 
on, if any, and any organizations or resources you want to shout out for listeners? 
 
57:30 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Yeah, okay so [pause] I was thinking 
about this, as well is how to, how to really talk about this. So I'm working. I'm working 
on developing a podcast right now with my roommate called Queer Crime and 
Justice, we're going to be focusing on more of the individual cases that I was talking 
about. So you know, Kitty Genovese, Nick Rhoades, Leelah Alcorn. A lot of, you know, 
other cases that I think are really interesting, in the Queer understanding of criminal 
law, and crime and justice. We're going to be digging into those a little bit more, we 
don't have anything up right now. We're in the process of recording episodes, so be 
on the lookout for that soon. I'm on Twitter @gayZoloft [laughs]. You can reach out 
to me by email if you want me to, like read something or to look at anything. I'm 
really interested in reaching out to, or if listeners are interested in reaching out to me 
about, you know, ways that I could, you know, better improve my understanding of, 
you know, abolition or whatever it comes with it. Because although I like to, you 
know, talk about myself and like, I think I know a lot when it comes to this specific 
thing. I, you know, we are all still learning. And I think opening yourself up to not only 
criticism of other opportunities to be able to learn more, I think is really important for 
you know, narrative building. So I have like, a couple books, or like a couple books. I 
have a couple of essays and stuff that I'm working on. I'm not going to talk about it 
right now. But maybe I'll write something one day [laughs]. Keep a lookout for that. 
Maybe. But um, yeah, otherwise, I'm just trying to survive COVID, I'm applying for law 
schools. So pray for me or help me if you can. 
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
 
59:28 Conner Suddick (Guest Interviewer, He/him & They/them): Jordan, my last 
question is, part of our podcast and purpose is that we're grounded in the restorative 
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justice process and the understanding that none of us emerge as full humans, we 
don't drop out of the sky with all the knowledge frameworks and values that we 
have. So I'm wondering if you could just take a minute to quickly name some of the 
teachers, touchstones or folks who have shaped your worldview and how you 
engage with the world? 
 
59:58 Jordan Madden (He/him & They/them): Ugh, another one, another big 
question. I, I definitely owe a lot of my you know, I think interests and true crime and 
crime in general, to my grandma, she, she's a, she's a great person for for that sort of 
thing. Mark O'Brien, a professor I had at University of Wisconsin and who now works 
at Yale, was an incredible professor to me, and definitely provided me with a lot of, I 
think, curiosity in policy and how our, you know, our systems of governance work. 
Um, I really, you know, appreciate him a lot. Su Ann Rose was another person who I 
worked with really closely at UW Madison, who has helped me so much in, in my life. 
And you know, my life is basically, I've worked with a lot of attorneys and stuff, a lot of 
female attorneys who have really helped me and provided me with a lot of really 
strong really, you know, I think empathetic work ethic that I try to bring to the ideas 
of criminal defense and criminal law. I would name them right now, but I'm afraid to 
because they're still you know, they're still practicing attorneys, but TL, TY, EN, they're 
great people that I love and will always, will always cherish and, and, and thank for 
their continued work to try to free people from, from jails and to keep working to 
better themselves and other people within the criminal justice sphere. I love the 
podcast You're Wrong About  with Sarah Marshall and Michael Hobbes. They provide 
a lot of really good insight and, you know, major historical events, things that have 
happened in the past. A lot of my interest in Kitty Genovese kind of stemmed from 
that podcast when I first heard about it. So I definitely recommend them if you want 
to hear more about it. And I also just want to thank every Queer person ever that was 
alive before Stonewall and after because they're the best [laughs]. And they've 
helped us get to where we are today, so I would definitely like to pour one out for 
them. 
   

Page 19 
 

Episode audio and show notes at envisioningQueerjustice.org/podcast 
 
 

Rough Transcription by https://otter.ai | EJQC Transcriber: Maria K. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/youre-wrong-about/id1380008439
https://otter.ai/


 
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
 
1:02:17 Sam Koltes (Co-Host, She/her & They/them): You just listened to a 
conversation between Jordan Madden and Conner Suddick. Thank you so much for 
our guests for joining us on Envisioning Queer Justice. We're grateful for your voices, 
visions and values. Thank you to the Hamline University Center for Justice and Law 
and Peace First  for their fiscal support of this project. The opinions expressed in the 
podcast solely reflect the individual speaker. The Envisioning Queer Justice 
Collaborative is a digital platform that seeks to disrupt punitive and exclusionary 
conceptions of justice and uplift people in the Queer community who envision 
justice as healing, creation, and transformation. Through research and storytelling 
and content curation and creation, we offer resources to bring people together for 
safer, more inclusive and liberated communities. To read our research findings from 
the LGBTQ+ Youth Justice Circles, Community Toolkit, or curated resources, please 
go to our website, https://www.envisioningQueerjustice.org/ . And check us out on 
social media by searching envisioning Queer justice collaborative. Thank you so 
much.  
 
[cool, ambient music fades in and out] 
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